
From	  natural	  selection	  to	  classification:	  Building	  on	  concepts	  

The	  original	  account	  of	  the	  oaks	  of	  the	  world	  (Quercus)	  from	  Linnaeus'	  Species	  
Plantarum	  (1753)	  is	  provided	  below.	  	  A	  translation	  of	  highlighted	  text	  is	  provided	  
on	  the	  right.	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

Leaves	  lance-‐shaped,	  entire	  
[i.e.,	  margins	  without	  teeth],	  
glabrous	  [i.e.,	  without	  hairs].	  
	  
	  
North	  America	  
	  
	  
No	  

Leaves	  obovate	  [i.e.,	  inverse	  egg-‐
shaped],	  on	  both	  sides	  sinuately	  
toothed,	  the	  teeth	  uniformly	  
rounded.	  
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Northern	  America	  
	  
Leaves	  wedge-‐shaped,	  obscurely	  
three-‐lobed	  [at	  the	  tip].	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Northern	  America	  
Leaves	  obtusely	  sinuate,	  setaceo-‐
mucronate	  [i.e.,	  bristle-‐tipped]	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Virginia,	  Carolina	  
	  
Leaves	  obliquely	  pinnatifid	  [i.e.,	  lobes	  
feather-‐like,	  rather	  than	  palmate	  or	  
palm-‐like],	  sinuses	  obtusely	  angled.	  
	  
Virginia	  
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